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THE FLUTE -Ж-- 
OF THE 8 
FALLEN TIGER > 
3B 


By KAZUO KOIKE 
& GOSEKI KOJIMA 





VOLUME 


9 


A NOTE TO READERS 


Lone Wolf and Cub is famous for its carefully 
researched re-creation of Edo-Period Japan. To preserve 
the flavor of the work, we have chosen to retain many 
Edo-Period terms that have no direct equivalents in 
English. Japanese is written in a mix of Chinese 
ideograms and a syllabic writing system, resulting in 
numerous synonyms. In the glossary, you may 
encounter words with multiple meanings. These are 
words written with Chinese ideograms that are 
pronounced the same but carry different meanings. A 
Japanese reader seeing the different ideograms would 
know instantly which meaning it is, but these synonyms 
can cause confusion when Japanese is spelled out in 


our alphabet. O-yurushi o (please forgive us)! 
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the (ilteenth 





























ІШІ; 


SAW 









































IT HAPPENED 
AS YOU SAW-WE KILLED 


SELF-DEFENSE. WE WI 
REPORT THIS INCIDENT TO 








THE. SINGLE-MASTER 
VESSEL WARUTO, 
TRANSITING SIX R/ OF THE 


INLAND SEA FROM OSAKA, 
PUTTING IN BRIEFLY AT /WAYA 
FUKURA ON AWAJI ISLAND, 
BEFORE CROSSING THE THREE 

RI NARUTO STRAITS 
TO TOKUSHIMA. 








ΚΝ)! « 








мур 
ТНЕУ START 
FIGHTING? 








IT'S THEIR МАМЕ. 
BEWMA, ГЕММА, AND 
KURUMA. TAKE THE FIRST 





JUST THE 
WAME'S ENOUGH TO 
‘STOP A KID CRYING. 

THAT'S HOW BAD 

THEY ARE. 


TO KILL, SEE. 
AS MUCH AS 
THEY WANT! 
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d A 
рее 
пр AN 
E Φ.«---, 
3 (еру 


































































































THIS SHIP 
ANCHORS AT 
THE RIVER MOUTH. 


МРАК! ВЕММА. 
THESE ARE OUR EARLIER Ἂ 
My YOUNGER g - INDISCRETION. 
BROTHERS, TEWMA 
AND KURUMA. 











HEAVE HO, 
MY MATIES! 




































































































































































































































































































































































I INVITED YOU 
WITH US FOR YOUR 
OWN 6000, ONLY TO 
BRING YOU DISASTER. 


WE, TOO, HAVE HEARD— 


SEAM ITTÓ, THe SHOGUN'S ф 

EXECUTIONER, NOW 

ΤΗΕ WORLD AS ΤΗΕ ASSASSIN 
LONE WOLF AND CUB. 





















































WHEN INFRACTIONS OCCURRED BETWEEN ( 
Two HAW, Мати Nel NEITHER SIDE WILLING ло 
IFLICTING STORIES, Т} 
зодиите" SELF Re RENDERED ои. GIDA 
AT AN OFFICIAL TRIAL. СА TORS WOULD. 


TRANSPORTED UNDER GUARD TO TO EDO, FOR 
INTERROGATION AND FINAL JUDGMENT BY THE 
ALS KANTO 


COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE. 








> mú mu mu 

















THE LOSING MAN COULD FACE PERMANENT DISSOLUTION. 
AND THUS MANY A CONSPIRATOR NEVER REACHED EDO, ATTACKED AND KILLED 
EN ROUTE AS THE HAM WITH THE WEAKER CASE SOUGHT TO BURY THE TRUTH FOREVER. 
AND 50 AN ADDITIONAL. TASK FELL UPON THE KUROKUWA NINJA CLAN- 
THE ARMED TRANSPORT OF SENSITIVE WITNESSES. 


NO WONDER THOSE FELONS MARKED FOR ASSASSINATION 
CAME TO WELCOME THEIR AUROKUWA ESCORTS AS IF THEY 
WERE ANGELS OF THE BODDHISATVA OF MERCY, ZAIBEN ТЕММУО, 
HERSELF. AND NONE MORE SO THAN THE DEADLY 
HIDARI BROTHERS, BENTENRA!. 





Ñ THE RETURN JOURNEY 
SS was TO BE BY AN OFFICIAL SHIP 
PROCURED FROM MATSUDAIRA 
HAN, MAKING PORT IN OSAKA, 


А he AND FINALLY, 620, 
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KEENS LIKE 
ΤΗΕ WIND № 
BARE TREES. 


|T... MOGARI-BUE. ч 
FLUTE OF THE FALLEN UNS 1 HEAR МУ OWN. 
TIGER... Т ALS SUCH /ROWV. 














the sixteenth 


Hall Mat, У 
One Mit, 2 
Fett В 

al Rive 












































ВАКА? 
(98 == 





FAND! 
\ SEEN NUTHIN' GET COLD u 
een БЕСТЕН Тамыз 


/ PICK А SWORD! 
STEP RIGHT UP! | Ax NC 60657 
NO ONE LEFT TO TAKE 
І PRAY TO BUDDHA, 
A WHACK?! CHOP IT, Д 
YOU SWING LIKE HELL 
SQUASH IT, FIFTY COPPERS! > Т PROMISE Т WON'T 
ALIVE HUMAN HEAD ВЕ BACK TO 
FOR FIFTY COPPERS! 7 4 HAUNT YOU! 
































TERRIBLE INSULT. 
PLEASE FORGIVE 








IERE-LET үй ( 
HE BUY YOU how 
ADRINK TO 





























YES, SIR. 








PROMOTER OF HONESTY! 
THE JEWELED BROOM THAT 
SWEEPS AWAY GLOOM! 
BANISHER OF CLASS, MIXER OF 
PEOPLE, AID TO OUR LABORS, 
PEACE-BRINGER TO THE 
MULTITUDES! FRIEND OF 
THE. SOLITARY! ΑΝ, TO 
TURN SUCH GLORIES 
DOWN! 











I WANT TO KNOW 
WHY YOU DIRECTED 





BUT EVERY 
SOUL IN THE 
CROWD, TOO, SEE? 
EVERY ONE OF THEM 
LOCKS INTO THE BIG 
QUESTION-HOW CAN 
T KILL нм? 





81000 Lust 
CONCENTRATED 
ON MY HEAD. 
CALL IT SAKKI, 
WHATEVER .BUT 
YOU DONT 
wer. / ЖА 








THEY SAY SHINO 
SAKON FROM BIZEN 
OKAYAMA I5 A MATIN. 
SCHOOL MASTER, À 
‘SWORDSMAN WITHOUT 
PEER IN THE FOUR 
CORNERS OF THE 
LAND. 50 WHY— 


IS THAT 
ON ΤΗΕ TIP 
OF YOUR 


| YOU CAN COME up 
( You suppose ~ | WITH JUSTIFICATIONS, 
= 15, REALLY? | \ 





SAMURAI АКО PEASANT, 
ookEp WERE ALL PEOPLE. WE EAT THE 
LONG AND HARD SAME RICE, DUMP ΤΗΕ SAME SHIT. 
FOR ANOTHER USE. BUT THE SAMURAI GETS 
FOR IT, BUT IT WAS 


AA 
ШИ 


I'D HEARD FROM ONE OF THE УАФУ 5 
ΜΕΝ THAT LORD OGAM/, THE SHOGUN'S 





| ^n ІТ! 


υπ ШШ 


















d база 2 NA 
A: of 
A їр 
ы ғы. 























THE TOP SPINS AND 
STOPS. YOU MAKE IT SPIN 
AGAIN...BUT DAIGORO...OUR ROAD E 
NEVER STOPS. THE DAY WE 
STOP 15 THE DAY WE 
ARE SPLIT ASUNDER 
LIKE THIS TOP. 


HAVE YOU NO PITV FOR 
YOUR SON?! DON'T YOU 
WANT HIM ТО ВЕ А STRONG, 
GENTLE, UPRIGHT MAN, 
WITH COMPASSION FOR 
THE SORROWS OF THIS 

\ WORLD?! 





WT 
yiu gyng 
FORTUNES YOU PLUNDER, 
ОИ 
ONLY COVER A HALF А STRAW 
MAT WHEN YOU SIT, ONE 
WHEN YOU SLEEP, AND YOUR 
SA FETA, ОР 
A FISTFUL OF RICE! cd 





KATI 
WAN 


ων 
FLEETING LIFE ΟΝ ТЕ. 
ASSASSIN'S ROAD, Л 








IF NOT, 
1 STAND № 
YOUR WAY! 
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E. де | 


ІШІ 


| 
M 
| 
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IF THE SWORD 
15 A SAMURAIS. 
SOUL, YES. BUT 
ТО ME А SWORD 
6 A TOOL FOR 
KILLING, NO MORE 
SACRED THAN 
A CLUB OR A 
‘SHARD ОҒ 
ROCK. 


WHEN WE DIE, 
А FISTFUL OF 
ASH... THAT'S AL 
WE ARE, OGAM 


вит 


i 
| 


ІІ 





IT IS SAID 
A PATH CANNOT == 2 
venam ep BEGGAR! THE SIX PATHS 
2: Ŵ ~ ARE MADE SEVEN! 
та, NEVER FORGET 
YOUR WORDS... 








the seventeenth 








“9) Between 
Fl 

4i the 

ti, ! Rivers 

















TWO RIVERS. 
THE WHITE PATH. 
ISSHIN NISEN BYAKUDO! 

IN THE WORDS OF THE BUDDHISTS, 


THE RIVER OF FIRE 15 THE RIVER 
ОЕ JEALOUSY, THE RIVER OF WATER 
THE RIVER OF GREED. BUT TO НЕ. 
WHO DEFIES TEMPTATION AND WALKS 
THE WHITE PATH BETWEEN THE RIVERS 
WITH PERFECT HEART, TO HIM THE 
SHORES OF JODO, THE PURE 



























































г 
151! Ш 



































FOR CENTURIES, THE TOKUGAWA SHOGUNATE CONTROLLED, THE 
РАШУС LORDS OF JAPAN'S UNRULY HAW WITH AN IRON FIST. THE 
SLIGHTEST SIÓN OF DEFIANCE COULD COST A DAIMYO HIS TITLE 

AND HIS LANDS; HIS FAMILY МАМЕ COULD ВЕ ABOLISHED, AND THE 
LORD HIMSELF BROUGHT [TO EDO CASTLE FOR DEATH BY SEPPUKU. 
IN TIME, THREE SPECIAL AGENCIES AROSE TO ENFORCE THIS REIGN 
OF TERROR. FIRST, THE NINJA SPY NETWORK KNOWN AS THE | 
O-NIWABAW, OR GARDEN WARDENS, DEDICATED TO UNCOVERING 
EVIDENCE. FOR BLACKMAILING AND DESTROYING TROUBLESOME HAW. 
SECOND, THE SHÓGUN'S SECRET ASSASSINS, CHARGED WITH KILLING: 
ANY HAW OFFICIAL WHO OBSTRUCTED THE SHOGUNATE’S WILL. AND 
LAST, THE KOG/ KAISHAKUNIN, THE DESIGNATED SECOND AND FINAL 
EXECUTIONER AT A DAMYO'S SEPPLIKU DEATH. 


UNDER THE UNCOMPROMISING CODE OF BUSHIDO, THE WAY OF THE 
WARRIOR, IT WAS UNTHINKABLE FOR A DAIMYO'S RETAINER TO TURN HIS 
SWORD UPON HIS MASTER, EVEN ТО END THE AGONY OF SEPPUKU. 

AND THUS THE SHOGUN APPOINTED HIS OWN CHOSEN KOG/ KAISHAKUNIN 
ΤΟ PERFORM THE FINAL CUT FOR A DISHONORED LORD THIS EXECUTIONER 
WAS ALLOWED TO BEAR THE HOLLYHOCK CREST OF THE TOKUGAWA CLAN 
ITSELF ON HIS ROBES OF OFFICE. SYMBOLICALLY, IT WAS THE SHOGUN 
HIMSELF, AND NO OTHER, WHO CUT OFF THE HEADS OF THE DAIMYO. 


OGAMI ITTO WS THIS CHOSEN MAN, THE KOG/ KAISHARUNIN, 
SELECTED BY THE SHOGUN HIMSELF TO SERVE AS HIS 
EXECUTIONER IN THE HOLLYHOCK ROBES OF THE TOKUGAWA CLAN. 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ECHO FROM LAKES 
OF BLOOD, NEEDLE- 
POINTED MOUNTAINS, 











FEAR NOT! THE 

SIX ROADS, THE 

} FOUR LIVES! YOU 
SHALL BEAR A STRONG 
\ CHILD, INDOMITABLE IN 
уд, THE FACE OF ALL 





















































































































































































































































































































































wil — 
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I WILL WEVER 
FORGIVE! I WILL 
AVENGE HER, IF 1 MUST 
PART THE GRASSES 
TO THEIR ROOTS, Е 
1 SEARCH THE ENDS 
OF THE EARTH! 





„4 








4 
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1 Jd Ld 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TRAGIC... 

















THIS 
MORNING THREE Ν᾿ 
MEN сомиттер | 04 

seppuku Ат THE | | 
GATES OF THE 
FAGYU CLAN, 






























































ТАМ HERE. 
BECAUSE OF _ 

THE ZANKANIO 
CONFESSION 

THEY LEFT BEHIND, Д 






















































































"ТО AVENGE OUR LORD 
MIROTADA AND PLACATE 
HIS DEPARTED SOUL, WE 

THE UNDERSIGNED DO SEEK 

TO DESTROY UTTERLY THE 
OGAM/ FAMILY, THE CLAN 

OF THE SHOGUNATE'S 
EXECUTIONER. 

































































































































































“KNOWING THAT IT WAS 
AN ACT OF GOVERNANCE TO 
SANCTION OUR LORD'S CLAN, 

WE DO NOT PRESUME TO TURN 
‘OUR VENGEANCE UPON OUR. 
LORD THE SHOGUW. BUT WE 

DO WISH DEATH UPON дбАЙ/ 
ите, HE WHO WIELDED THE 

‘SWORD THAT BEHEADED 

OUR LORD? 




















KNOW YOU THAT THE 
PROOF IS TO BE FOUND IN 
THe OGAM/ FAMILY TEMPLE. 
DEPRIVED OF OUR LORD. 


MD LAMENTING OUR 
LORD'S UNTIMELY 
DEMISE... 












































“THOUGH HE SERVE IN 
THÉ HIGH POST OF KOG/ 
KAISHAKUNIN, OGAMI ГО 
HAS ABUSED HIS AUTHORITY 
FOR PERSONAL GAIN. LIKE A 


WITHIN, HE 15 А SCOUNDREL 
WHO DAILY CURSES OUR 
LORD THE SHOGUN AND 

PLOTS HIS OVERTHROW 


PUNISH THE 
PERFIDIOUS OGAM/ 
CLAN, AND FOLLOW 
OUR LORD IN DEATH 
BY SEPPUKU" 





— IN Му CAPACITY war 



















































































AS SO-METSUKE, 
HAVE SIGNED THIS z T MUST INSPECT тб 
CONFESSION WITH = YOUR FAMILY TEMPLE. 
THEIR LIVES. 7 LORD OGANL 
THERE! 
чи LEAD US THERE: A 3 
wy | 
δ 
е № ! 
) < 1 
ІІ ill 
| Wil = 
YOU BELIEVE 
YOU WOULD THAT IS 
THE WORDS Се, SEARCH THE. FAMILY MOT ши 
WHO DESERVE TO Ба ақа 
BE DRAWN AND τ 
QUARTERED FOR 
THEIR CRIME?! 




















1 SAY ONLY THAT 

























































































IT 6 MY 
IF WE DO NOT MOVE 
QUICKLY TO CLOSE 4 TT 
THIS AFFAIR, GENERAL 
IT WILL DAMAGE l 
THE AUTHORITY LEE 
OF THE SHOGUNATE, # М к д 
Ч 
WE MUST PLEASE 
DEMONSTRATE THAT THIS UNDERSTAND THAT е” 
ZANKANTO 15 6ROUNDLESS, WE HAVE RUSHED p 
AND PUT AN IMMEDIATE STOP НЕВЕ THIS MORNING 
TO ANY RUMORS ABOUT THÉ TO HELP YOU IN 


'SHÓGUNATE. WE SHALL 
ANNOUNCE THAT YOUR 
HONORED WIFE AND RETAINERS 
WERE FELLED 

BY ILLNESS, = 


0 YOUR ADVERSITY! 




























































































































































































mis 
ESSENTIAL THAT 

WE AVOID ANY STAIN 

ON THE REPUTATION 


OF THE KOG/ 
KAISHAKUNIA AND) 
THE OGAM/ 














































































































































































































THIS IS THE MOST 
TEMPLE WHERE LAUDABLE, 
IPRAY FOR THE LORD дем. 

SALVATION OF THOSE 4 | ТАМ 
DAIMFO T НАМЕ. > IMPRESSED. 
EXECUTED IN THE | 

NAME OF THE | ШУ {ΠΠ} 

SHOGUN. = 



























































































































































RUNG! 
WHAT IS THIS?! 
ΑΝ ΛΑ’ TO 


THE SHOGUN'S 
CREST?! 


HOW DARE 
YOU HAVE AN /⁄4/ 
TO THE FAMILY 
ОР THE SHOGUN 
HIMSELF!! 





WT $ Е Е г 1-1 DON'T 

IT YOU PRAY FOR 4 \ NN WOERSTAND! 
IN THIS TEMPLE?! N срока те 
ANSWER ME! > BEFORE IN MY LIFE! 














DISGRACEFUL! 
YOU STILL MAKE, | 
EXCUSES?! AS 52- NA ! 
METSUKE, ІТ 15 МҮ DUTY == = 
το INTERROGATE YOU. N 
СОМЕ WITH US! 










































































































































































































































































IS NOT THIS STRANGE? HRN... IT IS THEN 
WHAT PREPARATIONS Y PRUDENT 
IRE THESE, LORD УАФУЙ?! τ PREPARE FOR L FULLY AR 
YOU COME EQUIPPED THE WORST! 
TO TAKE ME BY FORCE?! 2 Е 



































СОМЕ FULLY ARMED 
FROM THE START 
WHY CONCEAL 


IT BENEATH 


771 





EVERYTHING 





BUT IF 
THE HAWSHI OF IKOMA B) YOU ARRANGED 
HAN CUT THEIR IT ALL TO BRING 


STOMACHS FOR 
SOMETHING I CAN'T 
BUEN REMEMBER?! 








AND WHAT 15 THIS roe 
ARA-VAGYU OF WACH ro 
YOU SPEAK? YOU TALK j 

А5 THOUGH OUR 
УЯбуй CLAN HAS 一 


TWO FACES. 



























































TOSHIWJORI AND 
MUNEFUVU, THE 
SONS OF MUWENORIT 
THESE ARE THE PUBLIC 
FACE, THE OMOTE- 


IN OTHER WORDS, 
YOUR GRANDFATHER! 
T WELL KNOW THE 
TRUE УЯбУй \ THE 
URA-YAGYE, 
CONTROLLED FROM 
THE SHADOWS BY 
RETSUDO HIMSELF! 








HE MANIPULATES 
THE GOVERNMENT. HE 
DEPLOYS THE KUROKUWA 
NINJA FOR HIS OWN 
ENDS. AND NOW, HE 
WOULD DESTROY ME AND 
‘STEAL THE HIGH POST 
оғ EXECUTIONER 
AS WELL! 


GRR. 





WAS ONE MORE CHID- 

GISEN! BY OTHER NAME, 

RETSUDO! HE 15 THE 
URA-YAGVUL 





THE POUELED-HAT CREST 
OF THE 3461; THAT 15 OMOTE- 
VAGHU THAT DECENES THE NATION 
AS MILITARY ADVISORS TO THE SHOGUN 
BUT THE PROOF 15 THE CREST OF 
THE URA-VAGYLL TWIN SWALLOWS, 
PASSED DOWN FROM YOUR ANCESTOR 
MIMASAKA-NO-KAMI 
JEVOSHI HIMSELF! 






















































































































































































NOW IT SEEMS 


YOU, OGAM WE DARENT LERIE YOU 
тт, Youve ALNE: OGAM! ITTO BATTLES : 
ΡΟΝΕ YOUR тне KOMA HAN HANSHI, AND TO WRITE THAT 







PERISHES BENEATH THEIR CONFESSION 
BLADES! THAT WILL ji B. AND TAKE THEIR 
DO PERFECTLY! 23 











GRRN! 15 
THERE NOTHING YOU 
WOULDN'T STOOP TO 
N YOUR GREED, 
заети? 
























































[7] 
AM! 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IDIOT? NEVER 
TAKE THE HIGH 


THE SUBMERGED 54/0. 
BLADE NARROWS THE GAP. 


GUARD STANCE BETWEEN YOU, STROKING 
IN THE WATER! UP FROM THE WAVES! YOU 
YOUR FORWARD WILL ALWAYS STRIKE 













UNGE 15 
USELESS! 


TOO LATE, BIZEN! 


























































































































































































































YOUR 54/9 SCHOOL 
15 CHILD'S PLAY TO ME, 
IOGAMIl BUT WITH BIZEN 
DEAD, THERE CAN ВЕ NO 
VICTORY HERE 


DGAMI (гт! THE 





YOULL d THIS 
PAY..\ SWEAR 9 HATRED.. 
TUL MAKE MY HATRED!! 











THE RIVER 
OF FIRE, THE USE ALL YOUR PLOTS AND 

MRA-SAGĦUL TRICKERY AGAINST ME! | 
j к” WILL STAY THE WHITE WAY, 

THOUGH | BE A CORPSE, 
THOUGH | BE BUT BURNED 

BONES! | SHALL HAVE 
VENGEANCE... 














the eighteenth 








ros, KAJIMA-MAWARI 
THE UTSUNOMI 


ХӨВ 3462-2266 
































HEY, кір ше. 


oR THAT. 
GIVE IT BACK, 
OKAY? 











"WORDS OF WISDOM TO THE TRAVELER: 
KEEP KOSO-TAKU AND MAYA-TAKU, THE 
TRAVELER'S PRAYER, ON А SHEET OF 
PAPER ABOVE YOUR HEART TO CHANT 

AT EVERY RISING. CHANT AS WELL WHEN 
YOU SET OUT... AND NO ILL WILL BEFALL 
YOU UPON THE TRAIL. 























"WHEN RISING EARLY OR TRA/ELING LATE... 
A SLICE OF RAW GINGER 15 GOOD TO CHEW. 








“А FELLOW TRAJELER UPON THE ROAD 
15 A FRIEND FOR THEN, BUT NOT FOR 
LIFE: SAFER ALWAYS TO SLEEP ALONE! 




















"WHEN ON A HORSE WRITE ‘SOUTH’ ON YOUR PALM... 
WRITE IT THRICE, AND YOULL NEVER UMBLE!” 





























в 
SOLES AND WOLD THEN CLOSE TO А FIRE. 
REPEAT APTER BATHS WITH SALT OR SOY 


SAUCE..EVEN SESAME OIL AS NEEDED 











HEH. IT'S DUMB 













































































BEBEEK// 








re 

















ΑΑΑΗΗΗΑΝ/ 


= 


NO-OHK. J 


























THEY SAID THERE 











AND CONTACT 
THE KIOROSHI 
SYNDICATE! T NEED 
TO KNOW IF WE 
CAN ARREST HER 
















































We SAID IT 


WAS OFFICIAL YET ONCE 

BUSINESS! YOU PAID FOR, 
HAVE SOME. THIS ONE ROOM 
15 MY CASTLE, 


COMPLAINT? % 
€ МУ ESTATE/ 





YOU REFUSE 
RANG! AN OFFICIAL 
PRETTY 
COCKY FOR SEARCH?! YOU 
А MISERABLE 





LET'S HAVE. 






































FORTUNE... UNDERSTAND, 


MISFORTUNE... THEY Ŷ DAIGORO? IT MAY 
CHANGE WITH TIME. А SEEM CRUEL, BUT 
HER PATH IS A HARD 
ΟΝΕ. NOT EVEN 
WE CAN CHANGE 




















































































































TORIZO, CHIEFTAIN 








ZEGEN, WHINING 
MATSU. SHE 
BELONGS TO 45, 

















WIN OR LOSE, YOU 
GAIN NOTHING BY DEFYING US! 
AND YOU LOSE NO FACE, 
O-SAMURAL-SAMA, BY RETURNING 
HER. NOW PLEASE, 


WITHDRAW. 















































































































































































































































IN 


[ N aos PELAS 2 Se 
N WAS DA 








WILL YOU PUT А SACRED (HA/ IN А 
BROTHEL? WILL YOU PRAY TO IT 
NIGHT AND DAY IN THE WWORENOUSE? 
THAT'S NOT FOR ANEMA LIKE YOU! JUST 
BY CARRYING IT YOU BOUGHT THIS 
O-SAMURAI-SAMA'S PITY! 





IT'S LIKE THE BOSS 
SAYS! DON'T FORGET 
YOU'RE ΑΝ AWEMA NOW. 
WHINING MATSU 24/2 
FOR Your 


N 
AU - 


SHIT, GIRL 

YOU 577 

DON'T GET 
mer 








ІР YOU KEEP 

THIS UP THIS. WILL DIE! 
O-SAMURAI- 

SAMA AND 


MUST NEVER MIX! 
THAT'S OUR 




















TVE STOOD ON THIS DIRT, 
EXPLANING EVERYTHING, 
AND STILL YOU REFUSE? NP Din Бо, 
DON'T UNDERSTAND you: "ES FOR AN ANEMA? 


YOU RISK YOUR 





SSS IN 





А LIVING IMAL, 
FOR А FAMILY NEVER TO 
MEET AGAIN ! A PLEDGE TO NEVER 
DESPAIR. A PROMISE TO NEVER HATE 
THE PARENTS WHO WERE FORCED TO 
SELL HER--TO KEEP THEM ALWAYS IN 
HER HEART AND PRAYERS! HOW САҢ 
WE WHO WALK THE SIX PATHS AND 
THE FOUR LIVES IGNORE THIS 
FILIAL PIETY!? THIS PIETY 
WE HAVE LOST?! 


NOT NO-IHAI! 
NOT UCHI-IHAI! 
IT WAS A KATAMI-INAI, 
FOR PARENT AND CHILD 
PARTED № ШЕЕ! 


LIVE IÑ THE SHADOW т HAJE SEEN 
OF MEIFUMADO 2 THE (HAL! THAT 
15 REASON ENOUGH 
NOT TO URN 




















957 
рн 
RI 


ἘΠ 
— 


FAS 
PS} 


<= 


А 
Ұға”) 








ΑΝ АМЕМА BECOMES А 
TRUE АМУУЯ PROSTITUTE 


O-SAMURAI-SAMA! YOU MAY 
LIVE BY THE SIX WAYS AND THE ΜΗΝ 
FOUR LIVES, BUT WE BOHACH/ WHEN SHE'S DEFLOWERED 
ALSO HAVE FACE TO SAVE! SO. ВУ HER FIRST MAN! IN OUR 
WORLD, WE CALL THAT MIZU- 
AGE, AND WE GET А ПРУ 
SUM FOR IT, TOO! 











































































































































































































KIOROSHI BOHACHI 
FOR GENERATIONS! 


TH-THANK YOU. 
THANK YOU. 


JO-SAMLRAI-SAMA... | 









































































































































































































































E A Na - 
1977: Wis 

| Го ANEMIA 

1 El VON MAN 





























































































































































































































































































































ІІІ 


ШИН 


























I SHOULDN'T... 
HOW COULD T..OH, 
O-SAMURAL-SAMA. 
Золе 

aha | 








AND HE/5 ONE OF ‘EM, 
BO55! HIS SWORD ^ 
6000, 

















































































































































































































































































































THERE, INE. 
BURNED YOUR 
CONTRACT. YOU'RE 
FREE TO GO BACK 
TO YOUR VILLAGE, [| 





























YOU SAID YOU LIVE ( 7 
IN MEIFUMADD, BY ۴ ا‎ AR ie 
THE SIX WAYS AND THE p 
FOUR LIVES. LET ME 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































“THEIR HAIR IS 
ΤΗΕ HAIR OF DEAD 
PROSTITUTES..THER Д 


â 


Ж 
2) 
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Т NEITHER 


LUST FOR YOUR 
BLOOD NOR HAVE 
ANY INTENT TO HARM, 
GOOD SIR. I HARBOR 
NO TRACE OF 
ENMITY. 


IF ANYTHING, 
YOU SHOULD CONSIDER 
ME YOUR CLIENT, 
THE PERSON WHO PURCHASES 
YOUR ASSASSIN SKILLS FOR 
FIVE HUNDRED RYO. 





| THIS IS A 
15 IT NOT THEN DOTANUKI 
INSULTING TO | ^ BATTLE SWORD. 

SIT READY TO STRIKE К 

WITH YOUR SWORD 
AT YOUR SIDE? 








то ΟΝΕ WHO 
BEARS THIS SWORD, 
THE WHOLE WORLD 

16 A BATTLEFIELD! 


N 





IT IS NOT AS IFT L SHOULD 1 SURROUND 
DOUBT YOUR SKILLS, di THIS TEA HOUSE WITH 
BUT MIGHT 1 POSE ) 











OR LET US SAS 
THERE ARE ARCHERS 





pes 
YOUR FIELD OF VISION 

CONSTRAINED! IN SHORT, | 
SHISEKI-MO-CHI- CLOSE. 


QUARTERS! WISER NEVER / 


a HAVE ENTERED, HMM? 
4 if 





AND IF T WERE IN 
FACT AN ASSASSIN 

WHO ENTERED THIS 
TIGER'S LAIR TO 


Ки, FOL, GO-JODAI? ê 















































IT WAS FOOLISH OF ΜΕ. 
TO TEST YOU, 
6000 SIR. PLEASE 
GRANT ME 








THE ΜΕΝ 1 PLACED IN AMBUSH 
WERE THE BEST IN OUR HAW, 
ACCOMPLISHED AT CONCEALING 
THEIR SAKKI, ANY SENSE 
OF THEIR PRESENCE.. 


TO HAVE You 
DETECT THEM, 





















27 MT. KUROMIME „| 
кез z 


KILL THIS ` AND WE 
CAN HANDLE 
THE REST. 









































"WE ARE А 
DESPERATELY 
POOR HAN, 

А MERE THIRTY 
THOUSAND KOKU. 


"AS YOU KNOW, 

OUR HAW COVERS THE 
MOUNTAIN RANGE AROUND 
MOUNT ПРИМА. WE HAVE. 

REMARKABLE FORESTRY 
RESOURCES-CEDAR, 
CYPRESS. 


“WE HARVEST THE 
TIMBER, SEND IT DOWN THE 
SHINANO RIVER TO SHIONADA, 
GO OVERLAND VIA THE 














WAKASENDO BYWAY TO 
SAKAMOTO, AND THEN 
A LAST FLOAT DOWN 
THE FURU-TONE RIVER 
INTO 220. 


"TWO YEARS AGO, 
WE WERE GASPING 


UNDER А TWENTY-THOUSAND 


RYO DEBT TO 
THE RICE MERCHANTS. 


“YET TODAY, 
NO MORE FROWNS! 
OUR COFFERS OVERFLOW 
WITH TENS OF _ 
THOUSANDS OF RYO. 


“UNTIL NOW, WE HAD 
ΝΟ ШАУ TO TRANSPORT THIS 
TIMBER. A TREASURE ROTTING 
UNTOUCHED! EVERYONE SAID WE 
WOULD LOSE MONEY BUILDING 
LUMBER ROADS TO GET IT OUT. 
NINE £/ THROUGH MOUNTAINS! 
BUT T PREVAILED. 
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“AND WHAT PERFECT TIMING FOR THE 
ANY GREAT FIRES IN EDO! ONE SHOULD NOT 
у REJOICE АТ ANOTHER'S ADVERSITY, VET IT 


WAS DIVINE PROVIDENCE FOR OUR HAW. 
OF COURSE, 1 HAD PREDICTED IT MIGHT 
HAPPEN, WITH EDO GROWING 
THE WAY IT 15. 


“OUR TIMBER REACHES THEM FASTER 
THAN KISO, MIDA OR KISHII LUMBER, 
MUCH LESS EZO CYPRESS! AND SINCE 

Т INSISTED WE SELL DIRECT, INSTEAD OF 
USING MIDA-YA, SUHARA-FA AND THE 

OTHER LUMBER WHOLESALERS, WE 

UNDERSELL THEM ALL! OF COURSE 

THERE WERE PROBLEMS, BUT NOW 
EVERYTHING RUNS SMOOTHLY. 








ONE HEAVY RAIN, AND 
HE RIVERS WILL OVERFLOW! 
UZUNA HAW 
WILL BE DROWNED! 


THE PRECEPTS OF 
ουκ HAN STRICTLY FORBID 
CUTTING DOWN THE 
UZUNA FORESTS! 


THE JODA! 
FATTENS HIS OWN 
POCKETS IN THE NAME 
OF DEBT RELIEF! 





PAYING DEBTS (5 
IMPORTANT, BUT HOW 
CAN WE PREY ON VICTIMS 
OF THE FIRES IN EDO 
то SELL WOOD? 


FOREST TO PREVENT 
FLOODING! 


HE'D ABANDON 
А HUNDRED YEARS 
OF PEACE FOR 
SHORT-TERM 

PROFITS! 





“WHEN THE STARVING MAN EATS, 
HUNGER IS FORGOTTEN, THE SAYING 
GOES. OUR YOUNG HANSHI, 
FORGETTING YESTERDAY'S 
CRISIS, TURNED ON MEI" 
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“T ARRANGED TO LURE 
OUT THE DISSIDENTS WHO 
OPPOSED ME, 


BUT THERE 
WERE MANY MORE THAN 
ID EXPECTED... 















































Бы ы 
D^ 


T 42: 








ЧЕ WE TRY TO TAKE 
THEM BY FORCE, THEY'RE 
SURE TO USE THAT UNCEASING 
WIND TO SET FIRES THAT WILL 
RAZE THE FOREST. 


"THE NORTH FLANKS 
HAVE ANOTHER NAME- 
THE CRADLE OF WIND! 
IT’S A TREACHEROUS 
PLACE, A NATURAL FORT 
OVERLOOKING THE 
ENTIRE FOREST. 





“AND 50 THEY BUY TIME 
TO SEND À MESSENGER 
TO OUR DAIMYO, LORD SHIGEHIRO, 
AT HIS EDO ESTATE. THEY WILL 
DEFAME ME, | KNOW! REGARDLESS 
ОҒ THE MERITS, I'LL BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THIS DISTURBANCE! 


"THIS 15 МУ 
GREATEST CONCERN! 
IF FIRE TAKES OUR 


TIGER CUB, 
OUR PRECIOUS 
TIMBER, OUR HAM 15 


“THEY'VE POSTED 
LOOKOUTS. THEY'VE EVEN 
ANNOUNCED THEY WILL BURN 
ΤΗΕ FOREST IF THEIR 
MESSENGER 15 HARMED. 
YOUR MISSION. 





"TWO! KILL 


DAISUKE! 


AUST DO THIS 
WITHOUT ANY FIRE 
BENG SET! 


"ONE! KILL 


TOGETHER. KILL HIM, 
AND THE REST 
FOLLOW. 


THIS 15 NOT AN 
ASSASSINS 


CONCERN, BUT 
T TRUST YOU 
UNDERSTAND." 








RELAX! THAT THREAT 
TO BURN THE FOREST 
THEY 


HAVEN'T MADE А MOVE 
TO STOP US, 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































гаш 
THIS 15 А SHISEKI- 
WO-CHI! NO ROOM 


το MOVE! 
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IF You STOP 
THE CUTTING WITH 
FIRE, THE RESULTS 


THOSE WHO 
DROWN WILL HATE. 

YOU ALL, ONE OF A KIND! 
THE FOOLISHNESS OF POWER 
STRUGGLES! THIS FOREST 
YOU FIGHT OVER 15 
THE ONLY VICTIM 














DIDN'T Т WARN 
YOU FROM 
THE START?! 


AND Т AWSWEREDI 

ENTER THE TIGERS 

LAIR TO CATCH THE 
TIGERS CUB! 


CUB (5 N MY 
" 


HANDS? 

















MY..MY TREES 
ARE BURNING... 
M-MY TREES... 












































































































































LONE WOLF AND СИВ. 
BOOK THREE: THE END 
TO BE СОМТАШЕР 








